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Understanding the Constitution Through 
Discourse 

MS-5210 

 

 

Common Core Standards 
 

Standards for Grades 7–8 
 

1. Reading Standards for Informational Text (RI) 

These standards focus on the ability to analyze, comprehend, and evaluate historical and 

informational texts. 

 

RI.7.1 / RI.8.1 – Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Students analyze the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases, citing evidence to 

support their understanding of constitutional principles. 

 

RI.7.2 / RI.8.2 – Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text. 

 

Students identify and track themes such as federalism, separation of powers, and 

individual rights in the Constitution. 

 

RI.7.3 / RI.8.3 – Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text. 

 

Through discussions, students explore how historical figures, legal principles, and 

government structures interact in shaping U.S. law. 

 

RI.7.6 / RI.8.6 – Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 

author distinguishes their position from that of others. 
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Students examine Federalist and Anti-Federalist arguments, analyzing how different 

framers viewed the role of government. 

 

RI.7.8 / RI.8.8 – Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient. 

 

Students evaluate constitutional arguments by identifying valid reasoning and supporting 

evidence in Supreme Court rulings and historical debates. 

 

2. Writing Standards (W) 

 

These standards emphasize the ability to construct well-supported arguments and engage in 

structured writing. 

 

W.7.1 / W.8.1 – Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 

Students construct written arguments on constitutional interpretation, states’ rights vs. 

federal power, and civil liberties. 

 

W.7.2 / W.8.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 

concepts, and information clearly. 

 

Students write summaries and analyses of constitutional articles and their applications in 

modern legal debates. 

 

W.7.4 / W.8.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Debate preparations and constitutional analysis essays ensure organized, logical, and 

audience-appropriate writing. 

 

W.7.7 / W.8.7 – Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on multiple 

sources. 

 

Students research Supreme Court cases, state vs. federal government conflicts, and 

amendments. 
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W.7.9 / W.8.9 – Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

 

In constitutional debates, students cite Supreme Court cases, historical documents, and 

contemporary issues. 

 

3. Speaking and Listening Standards (SL) 

 

These standards ensure students develop discussion, reasoning, and communication skills. 

 

SL.7.1 / SL.8.1 – Engage effectively in collaborative discussions, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

 

Students participate in structured debates on constitutional issues, practicing respectful 

discourse. 

 

SL.7.3 / SL.8.3 – Delineate a speaker’s argument and evaluate the soundness of reasoning and 

relevance of evidence. 

 

In debates, students evaluate the strength of opposing arguments, identifying weak or 

unsupported claims. 

 

SL.7.4 / SL.8.4 – Present claims and findings with relevant evidence, using appropriate speech 

and organization. 

 

Students present oral arguments on constitutional principles, legal cases, and government 

policies. 

 

4. History/Social Studies Standards for Literacy (RH) 

 

These standards align with the Common Core History/Social Studies requirements and focus on 

analyzing historical texts. 

 

RH.6-8.1 – Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 



ETC Montessori 

 4 

Students cite the Constitution, Federalist Papers, and Supreme Court rulings in their 

discussions and writings. 

 

RH.6-8.2 – Determine the central ideas of a primary or secondary source and provide an 

accurate summary. 

 

Students summarize key constitutional principles and historical interpretations of 

government power. 

 

RH.6-8.4 – Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary describing political and legal concepts. 

 

Students analyze terms like “federalism,” “separation of powers,” and “checks and 

balances”. 

 

RH.6-8.8 – Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 

Students evaluate biased and unbiased sources when analyzing constitutional arguments. 

 

Cross-Disciplinary Standards Met 

 

This curriculum also aligns with standards beyond ELA and Social Studies, including civic 

education, critical thinking, and ethics. 

 

1. Civics and Government Standards 

 

National Standards for Civics and Government (Center for Civic Education) 

 

Supports an understanding of government structure, rights and responsibilities of citizens, and 

constitutional law. 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies 

 

D2.Civ.1-3.6-8: Analyzing the U.S. Constitution’s role in balancing power and protecting rights. 

D2.Civ.4.6-8: Exploring how legal and policy decisions affect citizenship and democracy. 

 

2. Legal and Ethical Reasoning 
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National Standards for Law-Related Education (American Bar Association) 

Develops legal reasoning and ethical analysis by engaging in case study reviews and mock 

trials. 

 

3. Political Science Standards 

 

Introduction to U.S. Government and Politics 

Students compare federal vs. state authority, legislative vs. executive power, and 

constitutional rights. 

 

4. Critical Thinking and Debate Skills 

 

National Speech & Debate Association Standards 

Encourages argumentation, rebuttal, and logical reasoning. 

Builds skills in formal debate and persuasion. 

 

Standards for grades 11 and 12 
 

1. Reading Standards for Informational Text (RI) 

 

These standards focus on the ability to comprehend, analyze, and evaluate informational and 

historical texts. 

 

RI.11-12.1 – Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

This curriculum encourages students to analyze the U.S. Constitution, citing evidence from 

the text to support their positions on constitutional debates. 

 

RI.11-12.2 – Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over 

the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another. 

 

Through discussion of different constitutional articles, students identify key principles (e.g., 

federalism, separation of powers) and how they interact within the U.S. government 

framework. 

 



ETC Montessori 

 6 

RI.11-12.3 – Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 

individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

 

By examining the historical context and modern applications of each article, students 

explore the development of constitutional principles and their implications. 

 

RI.11-12.6 – Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, 

or beauty of the text. 

 

Students analyze the framers’ intent behind the Constitution and how the language 

reflects their goals, values, and limitations. 

 

RI.11-12.8 – Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the 

application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning. 

 

The curriculum directly engages students in evaluating how constitutional principles are 

applied in modern legal debates. 

 

2. Writing Standards (W) 

 

These standards emphasize the ability to construct well-reasoned arguments and conduct 

research-based analysis. 

 

W.11-12.1 – Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

The debates on constitutional articles require students to formulate well-supported 

arguments using historical evidence and modern examples. 

 

W.11-12.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 

concepts, and information clearly and accurately. 

 

Students are tasked with writing responses that explain the function and impact of 

different constitutional provisions. 
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W.11-12.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Writing assignments, including debate preparations and reflections, require structured, 

logical arguments. 

 

W.11-12.7 – Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or 

solve a problem. 

 

Students engage in independent or group research on modern constitutional challenges. 

 

W.11-12.9 – Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

 

Students use the Constitution and historical cases to support their arguments in debates 

and essays. 

 

3. Speaking and Listening Standards (SL) 

 

These standards ensure students develop strong verbal communication and collaborative 

discussion skills. 

 

SL.11-12.1 – Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on 

complex topics, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

The structured debates encourage discussion, rebuttal, and critical listening. 

 

SL.11-12.3 – Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence, assessing the 

stance, premises, and links among ideas. 

 

Students assess the validity of arguments presented in discussions and debates. 

 

SL.11-12.4 – Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 

logically. 

 

Formal debate structures ensure students present ideas effectively and coherently. 
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4. Social Studies Standards 

 

These standards align with the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) and Common Core 

Literacy in History/Social Studies requirements. 

 

Key Ideas and Details (RH.11-12.1-3) 

 

Students analyze historical and legal texts, evaluating the meaning and development of key 

constitutional ideas. 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (RH.11-12.7-9) 

 

Students compare different interpretations of constitutional principles and apply them to 

real-world issues. 

 

Civic Participation and Analysis 

 

The curriculum fosters civic literacy by engaging students in discussions on the role of 

government, citizens’ rights, and legal frameworks. 

 

 

Cross-Disciplinary Standards Met 

 

This curriculum also aligns with skills emphasized in disciplines beyond Social Studies and ELA. 

 

1. Civics and Government Standards 

 

National Standards for Civics and Government (Center for Civic Education) 

 

Encourages analysis of the U.S. Constitution, checks and balances, and the function of 

government. 

Reinforces the importance of informed citizenship and legal literacy. 

 

College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies 

 

D2.Civ.1-3.9-12: Evaluate the effectiveness of the U.S. Constitution in balancing majority rule 

with minority rights. 
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D2.Civ.4.9-12: Explain how the U.S. Constitution affects personal, political, and economic rights. 

 

2. Legal and Ethical Studies 

 

National Standards for Law-Related Education (American Bar Association) 

 

Encourages understanding of how legal systems function and how individuals engage with 

laws. 

 

Develops the ability to analyze Supreme Court decisions and legal interpretations. 

 

3. Political Science Standards 

 

Comparative Government Studies 

Students explore different systems of government and constitutional structures worldwide. 

 

4. Critical Thinking and Ethical Reasoning 

 

Philosophy and Ethics Standards 

 

Encourages debate over the meaning of justice, rights, and governance. 

Fosters ethical reasoning skills in applying constitutional principles. 

 

5. Communication and Debate Skills 

 

Speech and Debate Competency Standards (National Speech & Debate Association) 

 

Develops persuasive argumentation and rebuttal skills. 

Encourages logical reasoning and evidence-based discussions. 
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